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Objectives

At the end of this section, you wll

Be aware of the following

Tradi tional understandi ngs of Ot hodox
Christianity’ s introduction into Bel arus

| nfl uence of St. Euphrosyne upon Bel arussi an
religious and cultural life

Affinity of nobility to assimlate
Pol ish/Catholic culture and the peasantry
Ot hodoxy in Medieval Belarus

Tradition of tolerance--ethnically and
religiously--wthin Bel arus

Revival of religion in post-Comuni st Bel arus

Barriers to the usage of Bel arussi an | anguage
in Belarus religious life

|dentify

Dvoeveri e

Pri ncess Rahni eda
Pol at sk

Vladimr

St. Euphrosyne
John Calvin
Martin Luther
Franci sak Skaryna
Jesuits

Uni on of Brest

Uni ate Church
Kast us Kal i nouski
Exarchat e
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Realize
Traditional folk belief still inpacts Bel arussi an
religion

| mpact of Princess Rahni eda upon Bel arussi an
consci ousness

Di smal status of clergy (Catholic and Othodox) on
the eve of the Refornmation

Close links of Catholic practice with Pol and,
Orthodoxy practice with Russia, and Uniate with
Bel arussi an peasants

Reasons of Jewi sh settl enent of Bel arussian cities
and t owns

Uni ate revival perceptions
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Unit 6: Belarus Religious History--
Selected Themes

|. Early Beginnings

(See Culture of the New I ndependent States, Vol |
Unit 2 [Religious History--Ukraine] for a fuller
treatment of Orthodox origins and survival under
Comruni sm

1. Folk Religion

a. Dvoeverie (dvoh-yeh-vyer - EE- yeh)

The term dvoeverie descri bes popul ar
Slavic religion. Wen pagan beliefs and
practices are preserved under the veneer of
Christianity, that is dvoeverie. |In the
borderl ands and within rural conmunities, pagan
survivals remai ned. Sone argue that for the
masses, even to this present day, dvoeverie
characterizes popular religion (See “Dvoeverie
and Popul ar Religion” by Eve Levin in Seeking
God: The Recovery of Religious ldentity in
Ot hodox Russia, Ukraine, and Ceorgia, ed.

St ephen Bat al den, pp. 31-33).

b. Traditional Belarusian belief concerning the
afterlife, Belarusian folk religion saw the next world
as divided into two separate parts--heaven to the south
(with an eternal sumer) and hell to the north. God
assi gned people according to their good or bad deeds.
Dead ancestors (dzadi) were honored four tinmes a year
wi th comenorative feasts. On these occasions, the
deceased returned for the neal. Sone food (three
pi eces or tabl espoons) was always |eft for the
depart ed.
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2. Princess Rahnieda (d. @1000, also known as
Anast asi a)

a. Polatsk one of the largest and nost
influential of the early Belarusian territories was
Pol acak (currently Pol atsk, PAHIlahtsk). 1In the late
900s, prince Rahval od, who had a daughter, Princess
Rahni eda, rul ed the region.

b. Vladimir (vl ah-DEE-nir, @56-1015) In his
free living youth, before he adopted Othodox
Christianity, Vladimr ruled Novgorod (NAHV-gah-raht)
to the north of current Bel arus.

Upset that his father
Svyat osl av ( SVYAH-t ah-sl ahf, d. 972,
the last non-Christian ruler of
Ki ev), gave the nore prestigious
Kiev region to his half-brother
Yaropol k, Vladimr plotted agai nst
Yaropol k. In an effort to forma
mlitary alliance, Madimr married
Rahni eda, the daughter of Prince
Rahval od.

c. Family dysfunction Rahni eda preferred
Yaropol k. She insulted her new husband, calling him
“rabynic” or born of a servant (which was the runored
met hod of Viadimr’s origin). 1In revenge, Viadimr
killed Prince Rahval od, Rahnieda s nother, two of her
brot hers, and Yaropol k hinsel f.

Rahni eda soon gave birth to a boy, lziaslau. In
her sorrow, she continued to despise Mladimr not only
for killing her famly, but for his womani zing as wel|.
Over time, Rahnieda schenmed to nmurder Vliadimr but her
plan failed. Wen Vladimr threatened to kill
Rahni eda, |zi asl au stood courageously by his nother.
Admring |ziaslau' s bold-spiritedness, Vladimr spared
his wwfe’'s Iife, but banished her, along with Iziasl au,
to Pol at sk.
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d. Impact Legend has it that Rahnieda becane a
nun, and was renaned Anastasia. The renai nder of her
life she lived in a nonastery near the newWy built city
of lziaslau (Zaslauje currently, a city near M nsk),
which Viadimr built for Rahni eda and |zi asl au.

Rahni eda still captures the
i magi nati on of Bel arusi an peopl es.
Tal es abound of the heartbroken
princess, wandering about,
conforting the grieving, healing
wounds of injured soldiers, and
hel pi ng the unfortunate.

3. Vladimir’'s Orthodox Conversion under
Viadimr’s | eadership, Eastern Orthodox Christianity
becanme the official religion of the region. Tradition
relates that Vliadimr had spiritual yearnings but did
not know which faith to enbrace. In 987, he sent
envoys to check out various religions. They rejected
| sl am because of prohibitions against wne, a drink
considered by Vladimr the “chief pleasure of the
peopl e.” Christianity as practiced in Germany and
Ronme, though appealing, |acked services filled with
sufficient beauty. On com ng hone via Constantinopl e,
t he envoys stopped at the Eastern Othodox Cathedral of
Hagi a Sophi a.

They reported, “We did not know
whet her this was heaven or earth. W
never saw such splendor or beauty. W
cannot tell you what it was |ike...The
beauty is unforgettable.”

Vladimr, won over by their findings, was baptized
in the Othodox faith, along with his subjects, thus
begi nning the long |inkage of Orthodoxy with Bel arus,
Ukr ai ne and Russi a.
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4. Polatsk Importance iziasliau s grandson
Usiaslau (d. 1101), desiring to increase the status of
Pol atsk to that of Kiev or Novgorod, ordered the
construction of the St. Sophia Cathedral within the
city. Built between 1066-1087, it boasted an origi nal
architecture. Usiaslau went on to cover a | ong,
turbul ent but glorious period. The Russian epic poem
The Lay of lgor’s Host gives a warm and synpathetic
portrayal of Usiaslau' s life.

5. St. Euphrosyne (@120-1173) Literacy,
education and the arts, along with a “softeni ng of
manners” canme to Polatsk in part as a result of
Orthodox Christianity.

A granddaught er of Usi asl au,
Pradsl ava, chose early inlife to
becone a nun. Churches,
monasteries, schools, libraries and
or phanages are all a part of St.
Euphrosyne’s (as Pradsl ava’s nane
becane) | egacy.

During the second Crusade she nade pilgrinmge to
the Holy Land. Wiile in Jerusalem she died and soon
after was canoni zed. Both Orthodox and Catholic
Christians see her as a patron of Bel arus.

Il. Polish and Catholic Impact

1. Roman Catholic Church when Polish influence
becanme |inked with the ruling powers of the Bel arusi an
region (1385), Roman Catholic inpact gained as well.
Pol i sh-Li thuanian ties (1569 Treaty of Lublin)
fortified Catholic strength.
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Menbers of the nobility class assim |l ated Polish
culture (Catholicismand the Polish | anguage), whereas
t he peasantry retai ned Othodoxy.

2. Far-reaching Impact This
acceptance of Polish influence
affected Belarus in two distinct
ways.

a. Western flavor Political
institutions and cul ture becane
i ncreasingly flavored by European
model s whil e 4 d-Russi an cul tural
factors renni ned.

b. Tolerance christianity increasingly became
mul ti-confessional as a result of the benefits given
Roman Cat holic practice under Polish oversight.

Ort hodoxy remai ned, especially in the peasant cl ass.

Ref ormati on, Counter-Reformation, Polish and
Russi an pressures and counter-pressures had a long term
i npact upon Bel arus. Peaceful solutions to religious
and ethnic tol erance devel oped. A spirit of
cooperation anong Bel arusi ans, Lithuanians, Othodox,
Catholics, Jews and Tartars was the final result.

lll. Reformation and Counter-
Reformation

m 1. Overview oburing the 1400s and early
Hf

I 1500s, Orthodoxy increasingly suffered from
church | eaders who were sel f-serving.

Political and econom c power, rather than

religious/spiritual oversight, becane their

focus. In Belarus, clergy of the Catholic and

Ot hodox Churches increasingly becanme poor

ethical and intellectual |eaders of their

peopl es.
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The state cut off support to Orthodoxy. The
patriarch in Constantinople, who had oversight of
Orthodox faithful, becane increasingly distant and
unr esponsi ve, being forced to concern hinself nore and
nmore with life under Islamc Qtoman dom nation

2. Monastic Revival To counter this increasi ngly
di smal spiritual picture, nonastic comunities becane
pl aces for renewal. God's faithful cane to
nonasteries, rather than churches, for spiritua
renewal and understandi ng. Monasteries did not
count er bal ance, however, the increasing influence of
Roman Cat holic Poli sh-Lithuani an governnent overseers.

3. Brotherhoods some ot hodox

t ownspeopl e banded together as “bratstva”
or brotherhoods. These

busi ness/ prof essi onal associ ati ons
pronoted social activities, but nore
inportantly served to support the

Ot hodox church.

One of these associations, the brotherhood in
L’viv (lah-VEEF, a city 300 mles west of Kiev, near
t he present-day Ukrai ne/Pol and border), closely adhered
to great Orthodox practice. In 1585, visiting
Patriarch Joachi m of Antioch gave this brotherhood
unprecedented authority to supervise clergy and the
Ot hodox church in general.

4. Protestant Reformers Jonhn
Calvin, Martin Luther and Unitarian

t hought i npacted Bel arus and Ukraine in
rai sing the | evel of education and

t heol ogi cal di scussi on anong educat ed
elites.

5. Francisak Skaryna (@490-1552) This doctor of
medi ci ne, |inguist and publisher, translated the Bible
into the Bel arusi an | anguage. Sone schol ars postul ate
he met with Martin Luther and Luther’s partner Philip

Mel anchton in 1523 in Wttenberg, Germany, where they

di scussed i deas but departed in disagreenent.
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Cal vi ni st thought, adhered to by those of the
busi ness cl ass, eventually nade stronger inroads in the
Bel arus regi on than Lutheranism

6. Counter Reform 1n 1564, the Jesuits, a Roman
Catholic religious order founded to reformthe Catholic
Church (in response to Protestantism and pronote
foreign m ssion service, arrived in Bel arus.

Since Protestant inroads overall
were mniml, the focus of Jesuit = .
activity became “the Orthodox problem” *‘%ﬁ:_ﬂb
Peopl es of the region were too “ﬁamf¥
“Orthodox.” Strong prograns in ey
education and publication, resulting
over tinme to conversions to Catholic
practice, resulted.

7. Renewed Constantinople Oversight wen
Patriarch of Constantinople Jeremas Il granted
Moscow s i ndependence (establishing the patriarchate of
Moscow and all of Russia) in 1589, he also forcefully

i ndi cated that Othodoxy in Belarus and Ukrai ni an | ands
was to remain under the jurisdiction of Constantinople.

The bishop of L'viv's Othodox churches, Gedeon
Bal aban (officiated 1569-1607), becane increasingly
i nfluenced by the Roman Catholic tenor of the L viv
Br ot herhood. In 1589, he petitioned L viv's Roman
Catholic bishop to liberate Othodoxy from*“the slavery
of the patriarchs of Constantinople.” This request
formed the backdrop for the Union of Brest.

V. Realities: 1596-1796

1. Union of Brest several events led to the synod
of Brest, 9 Cct 1596.

a. Letter of intent 1n 1590, a nunber of O thodox
bi shops in Ukrai ne/Bel arus declared their intention to
recogni ze the Pope in Rome as the head of the Othodox
chur ch.
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b. Pledge Five years later, Othodox bishops
pl edged al | egi ance to the Pope and outlined thirty-
three rights as a prerequisite to union.

C. Papal acceptance on 23 Dec 1595, Pope
Clement VIII accepted the bishops and national church
into the Roman church

d. Declaration o 9 oct 1596, the
Uni on of Brest declaration (formng the
Uni ate Church) was signed by the
metropolitan of Kiev and many Ot hodox
bi shops. As part of the agreenent,
Eastern Ot hodox practice--1liturgy,
Slavonic rite, married clergy,
adm ni strative autonony, Julian cal endar--
woul d remain. Othodox signatories would
recogni ze the Pope in Rone and submt to
his authority.

2. Uniate Church (vyoo nee-at) Alternately called
the Greek Catholic, or the Uniate Church in Bal arus,
the Uni ate church becane a unique religious body within
Roman Cat holic and Ot hodox practice.

3. Brest Aftermath The uniate Church, in accepting

the papal authority in Rome, becanme an instrunment
pronoting Polish dom nance in the region

The historical pattern of tol erance eventually
gave way to oppressive acts agai nst Othodox faithful
by royal authorities. Catholic and Uniate activists
joined in the tyranny. Othodox Church buil di ngs and
nonasteries in Belarus were taken over by Uniate and
Cat holic factions.

4. 1596-1796 nopuri ng these two centuries, nmuch of
the Bel arusian nobility and the nmerchant class becane
enculturated into the ways of Poland. Sone 80 percent
of the peasantry (four-fifths of the popul ation)
practiced the faith within the Bel arusi an speaki ng

Uni ate Church. Uniate clergy however, often spoke
better Polish and Latin than the Bel arusian of their
pari shi oners.
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Religion and nationality becane fused: Othodoxy
was Russian, Catholicism-Polish, and Uniate practice
associated wth the masses of Bel arusi an-speaki ng
peasant s.

V. Russification

1. Uniate Demise buring the reign of Russia’'s

Al exander | (1801-1825) and Nicholas |I (1825-1855, the
“Iron Tzar”), Belarus (or “western Russia” as the
Russians called it) becane the target of Mdscow s
Russification policies, seeking to free it of Polish
dom nation. In 1839, forcible conversion of the Uniate
Church in Belarus to Othodoxy occurred. This affected
nearly three-quarters of the population. The nanme

Bel arus was banned. Sone Uni ates went under ground.

2. Uprisings Suppressed An 1863
uprising, |led by Kastus Kalinouski, provoked
har sh puni shnent by the Russian Gover nor -
Ceneral of Vilnia, nicknanmed “hangman” or
“Russifier.” Insurrectionists were executed
or exiled to Siberia. Russian teachers,
priests and | andl ords fl ooded Bel arus.

Ot hodox churches were built.

The last witten words of Kalinouski, witten from
“beneath the gallows,” describe his nationalist appeal.

“Accept, ny People, in sincerity ny |last words for
it isas if they were witten fromthe world beyond for
your own wel fare...There is no greater happiness on
this earth...than if a man has intellect and
| earning...true | earning does not go together with
Muscovite slavery. As long as this |ies over us, we
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shal |l have nothing...” (Belarus at a Crossroads in
Hi story, p. 58).

3. 1897 Census statistics gathered in the first
systemati c census of the Russian Enpire in 1897
revealed the followwng. O the 5.4 mllion citizens
speaki ng Bel arusi an, 81 percent were Othodox
(Russian), 18.5 percent Catholic, .47 percent A d-
Bel i evers, and .03 percent Lutherans. Bel arusians were
rural people as only 2.6 percent lived in cities.

Jewi sh peoples constituted the majority of towns
and cities--in sone being up to 90 percent of the
popul ation. (This was the result, in part, of
Catherine the Geat’s decree of 1794, barring Jew sh
peopl es fromsettling in Russian provinces and Tsar
Al exander 111’s prohibition in 1883 against Jews |iving
outside cities and towns.) The peasantry becane hone
to Bel arusi an nationalist sentinent.

4.1917 and After <«Before 1917 Bel orussia had
2,466 religious communities, including 1,650 Othodox,
127 Roman Catholic, 657 Jewi sh, 32 Protestant, and
several Muislimconmmunities.

Under the Communi sts (who were officially
atheists), the activities of these communities were
severely restricted. Many religious communities were
destroyed and their |eaders exiled or executed; the
remai ni ng communi ti es were sonetimes co-opted by the
governnent for its own ends, as in the effort to
instill patriotismduring Wrld War 1”7 (Unl ess
otherwi se stated, the follow ng quotes are fromthe

Li brary of Congress Country Study--Belarus).
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VI. Current Realities

1. 1993 Census “in 1993 one Bel arusi an
publication reported the nunbers of
religious communities as follows: Othodox,
787; Roman Cat holic, 305; Pentecostal, 170;
Baptist, 141; A d Believer (an Othodox
sect--see Culture of the Russian Federation,
Vol |, Unit 3), 26; Seventh-Day Adventi st,
17; Apostolic Christian, 9; Uniate, 8; New
Apostolic, 8, Muslim 8; Jewish, 7; and

ot her, 15.”

2. Orthodoxy “Although the Orthodox Church was
devastated during Wrld War Il and continued to decline
until the early 1980s because of governnent policies,
it underwent a small revival with the onset of
perestroi ka and the celebration in 1988 of the

1, 000-year anniversary of Christianity in Russia. 1In
1990 Bel orussi a was desi gnated an exarchate

(1 ndependent Ot hodox Church, headed by an exarch--a
bi shop ranki ng bel ow a patriarch but above a
metropolitan) of the Russian Othodox Church, creating
t he Bel arusi an Ot hodox Church.

In the early 1990s, 60 percent of the popul ation
identified thensel ves as Ot hodox.

The church had one sem nary, three convents, and
one nonastery. A Bel arusian theol ogi cal acadeny was to
be opened in 1995.”

3. Roman Catholic Practice “soviet policies
toward the Roman Catholic Church were strongly

i nfluenced by the Catholics' recognition of an outside
authority, the pope, as head of the church, as well as
by the close historical ties of the church in

Bel orussia with Pol and.

In 1989 the five official Roman Catholic dioceses,
whi ch had existed since Wrld War Il and had been
wi t hout a bi shop, were reorganized into five di oceses
(covering 455 parishes) and the archdi ocese of M nsk
and Mahilyow (mah-hi-LYAHF, city 112 mles east of
Mnsk). In the early 1990s, figures for the Catholic
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popul ation in Belarus ranged from 8 percent to 20
percent; one estimate identified 25 percent of the
Catholics as ethnic Poles. The church had one sem nary
in Belarus.”

4. Orthodox/Catholic Tensions

a. Religious renewal “The
revival of religion in Belarus in the
post - Conmuni st era brought about a
revival of the old historical conflict
bet ween Ot hodoxy and Roman
Catholicism This religious
conplexity is conpounded by the two
denom nations' links to institutions
out si de the republic.

The Bel arusi an Ort hodox Church is headed by an
ethnic Russian, Metropolitan Filaret, who heads an
exarchate of the Mdscow Patriarchy of the Russian
Ot hodox Church. The Roman Cat holic archdi ocese of
Bel arus i s headed by an ethnic Pole, Archbishop Kazimr
Sviontak, who has close ties to the church in Pol and.
However, despite these ties, Archbishop Sviontak, who
had been a prisoner in the Soviet canps and a pastor in
M nsk for many years, has prohibited the display of
Pol i sh national synbols in Catholic churches in
Bel arus.”

b. Belarusian language “Fl edgl i ng Bel ar usi an
religious novenents are having difficulties asserting
thenmsel ves within these two major religious
institutions because of the historical practice of
preaching in Russian in the Orthodox churches, and in
Polish in the Catholic churches.
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Attenpts to introduce the
Bel arusi an | anguage into religious
life, including the liturgy, also
have not net with w de success
because of the cultural
predom nance of Russians and Pol es
in their respective churches, as
well as the | ow usage of the
Bel arusi an | anguage i n everyday
life.”

5. Uniate Interest

a. Attraction “To a certain extent, the 1991
decl aration of Belarus's independence and the 1990 | aw
meki ng Bel arusian the official |anguage of the republic
have generated a new attitude toward the O'thodox and
Roman Cat holic churches. Sone religiously uncommtted
young peopl e have turned to the Uniate Church in
reaction to the resistance of the Orthodox and Ronman
Catholic hierarchies to accepting the Bel arusi an
| anguage as a nedi um of comrunication with their fl ock.
Overall, however, national activists have had little
success in trying to generate new interest in the
Uni ate Church.”

b. Poland/Rome suspicion “The Uniate
Church, a branch of which existed in Belarus
from 1596 to 1839 and had sone three-quarters
of the Bel arusi an popul ati on as nenbers when it
was abolished, is reputed to have used
Bel orussian in its liturgy and pastoral work.
When the church was reestablished in Belarus in
the early 1990s, its adherents advertised it as
a ‘national’ church

The nodest growth of the Uniate Church was
acconpani ed by heated public debates of both a
t heol ogi cal and political character. Because the
original allegiance of the Uniate Church was clearly to
t he Pol i sh-Lithuani an commonweal th, the reestablished
church is viewed by sone in the Orthodox Church in
Bel arus with suspicion, as being a vehicle of both
Warsaw and the Vatican.”
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6. Protestants «Before Wrld war 11, the nunber of
Protestants in Belarus was quite low in conparison with
other Christians, but they have shown remarkable growth
since then. In 1990 there were nore than 350
Protestant congregations in the country.”

7. Jewish Peoples “The first Jew sh congregations
appeared in Belorussia at the end of the fourteenth
century and continued to increase until the genocide of
Wrld War 11. Miinly urban residents, the country’s
nearly 1.3 mllion Jews in 1914 accounted for 50 to 60
percent of the population in cities and towns.

The Sovi et census of 1989 counted
sonme 142,000 Jews, or 1.1 percent of
t he popul ati on, many of whom have
since em grated. Although
Bel orussi a’ s boundari es changed from
1914 to 1922, making the area snaller,
a significant portion of the decrease
in the Jew sh popul ati on was the
result of the war.

However, with the new religious freedom Jew sh
life in Belarus is experiencing a rebirth. In late
1992, there were nearly seventy Jew sh organi zations
active in Belarus, half of which were republic-w de.”

8. Islam «“mslins in Belarus are represented by
smal | communities of ethnic Tartars. WMany of these
Tartars are descendants of em grants and prisoners of
war who settled in present-day Belarus after the

el eventh century. The suprene adm ni stration of
Muslinms in Belarus, abolished in 1939, was
reestablished in January 1994.”

“Thank your favorite teacher.”
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Vocabulary List: Belarus Religious History

Brest, Union of 1596 synod where the Uniate Catholic Church was
f ounded.

Calvin, John one of the Protestant reformers of the 1500s.
Presbyterians and Refornmed Protestants continue to be
i nfluenced by his thought.

Dvoeverie (dvoh-yeh-vyer-EE-yeh) Popular Slavic religion
whi ch conbi nes i ndi genous beliefs and practices with
Christian thought.

Euphrosyne, St. (@120-1173) This granddaughter of one of
Valdimr’s distant grandsons becane a nun. Oiginally
cal l ed Pradsl ava, her efforts founding nonasteries, schools
and libraries left a lasting |egacy.

Exarchate Title in the Othodox Church of a bishop who ranks
bel ow a patriarch but above a netropolitan.

Jesuits Roman Catholic reli gi ous order which led in reforns
foll ow ng the 1560s. M ssion service, education and
publication were their strengths.

Kalinouski, Kastus An early Bel arusian nationalist who |ed an
insurrection in 1863 agai nst the Russians. Kalinouski went
to the gallows as a result.

Luther, Martin one of the Protestant reforners of the 1500s.
Lut herans continue to be influenced by his thought.

Polatsk (PAH1ahtsk) Historically, one of the largest and nost
influential of the early Belarusian territories. Prince
Rahval od rul ed the region.

Rahnieda, Princess (d. @o000) Daughter of Prince Rahval od,
Pri ncess Rahni eda eventually becane a nun after narriage to
Viadimr. Rahnieda (also called Anastasia) still captures
t he i magi nati ons of many Bel arusi an peopl es.
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Skaryna, Francisak (@490-1552) Doctor of nedicine who
translated the Bible into the Bel arusi an | anguage.

Uniate Catholic Church (Yoo nee-at) Founded at the Union of
Brest in 1596, this Church follows the pope’s authority in
Rone but maintains Othodox Christian practice and thought.

Vladimir (vl ah-DEE-nir, @56-1015) After an early riotous
life, this prince converted to Othodoxy. His influence |ed
to adoption of Orthodox Christianity by many Sl avic peopl es.
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Review Quiz: Belarus Religious History-Selected
Themes

Part 1--True/False piace the correct
letter (T or F) in the blank provided.

1. Little folk inpact continues w thin Belarussian
religious practice today.

2. VI adamr married Princess Rahnieda in part to forma
mlitary alliance against his step-brother.

3. Rahni eda continues to capture the imagination of the
suffering Bel russi an peopl e.

4. Traditionally, nmenbers of the nobility class in Bel arus
have sided with Polish culture.

5 One result of the Reformation, Counter-Reformation
Pol i sh and Russi an pressures on Bel arus, was a
tradition of fostering ethnic intolerance and strife.

6. Prior to the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation,
the Catholic and Orthodox | eadership displ ayed
ef fectual and know edgeabl e ethical and intellectual
| eadershi p over their people.

7. Jesuits in Belarus and Ukraine, as part of the Counter-
Ref ormati on, sought to rid the region of the “Othodox
probl em”

8. Kast us Kal i nouski is | ooked upon by many Bel arussi an

nationalists as an early | eader for their cause.

9. In the late 1800's, the peasantry could care | ess about
Bel arussi an nationalist sentinent.

10. Attenpts to introduce the Bel arussi an | anguage into

_____ current religious life are heartily endorsed by nost
Bel arussi an faith groups.
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Part 2--Multiple Choice piace the Ietter
of the npbst correct answer in the bl ank
provi ded.

1. In early Belarus, one of the |argest and nost
influential territories was
A.  Pol at sk.
B. Kiev.
C. the Bronx.
2. Princess Rahnieda, later in life, becane a
A.  nun nanmed Anastasi a.
B. pacifist nanmed Madonna.
C. librarian in the Mnsk archives.
3. In part, the of the Eastern Orthodox

churches and liturgy attracted Vladimr and Russia to
Orthodox Christianity.

A
B
C.

4. St.

sinplicity
severity
beauty

Euphrosyne left a | egacy of on the

Bel ar ussi an consci ousness.

A

B
C.

churches, nonasteries, schools, libraries, and

or phanages

reverence for the St. Sophia Cathedral in Polatsk
| ove of peasant farnmers and berry w ne
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5. Franci sak Skaryna (1490-1552) nade what inpact on

Bel arussi an religious history?

A. He inaugurated the first chaplains into the
Bel arussi an Arny.

B. He wote texts harnonizing science and the
scriptures.

C. He translated the Bible into Bel arussi an.

6. The Union of Brest (1596) established the

A. Polish Othodox
B. Uniate Catholic
C. dd Believer’'s

7. After the Union of Brest, religion and nationality

becanme fused with Uniate practice being associated with

A. Belarussian nobility and nerchants.
B. Bel arussi an speaki ng peasants.
C. Catholic-Polish speaking people.

8. Jewi sh people constituted a majority of many

Bel arussian cities and towns in the |ate 1800’ s because

A. of Russian decrees barring themfromliving in the
countrysi de.

B. their high, nopated walls provided good protection.

C. the Torah advocated urban |iving.

9. By the early 1990's some __ percent of the

Bel arussi an popul ation identified thenselves with the
Orthodox faith.

A 15
B. 45
C. 60
10. An Ot hodox exarch ranks a patriarch, but

a nmetropolitan.

A. above, bel ow
B. bel ow, above
C. against, favors
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Resources for Further Study:
Belarus Religious History--Selected
Themes

Bat al den, Stephen. Seeking God: The Recovery of Religi ous
ldentity in Othodox Russia, Ukraine, and CGeorgia. De Kalb, Il
Northern Illinois University Press, 1993.

Chadwi ck Oaen. A History of Christianity. New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1993.

Friedrich, Paul and Norma Di anond. Encycl opedia of Wrld
Cultures, Vol. VI, Russia and Eurasia/China. New York: G K
Hal |, 1994. (Articles on Belarussians [pp. 57-62], and Pamr
Peopl es [ pp. 302-306]).

Kaiser, Phillip ed. Country Profile of the Republic of Bel arus.
McLean, Virginia: Science Applications International Corporation,
1997.

Li brary of Congress Country Study--Belarus, 29 Sep 1995.

<wwv. / /| cweb2. 1 oc. gov/frd/cs/cshone. ht M >

Ri asanovsky, Nicholas. A History of Russia. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1993.

Troyanovsky, lgor. Religion in the Soviet Republics: A GQuide to
Christianity, Judaism |slam Buddhism and Oher Religions. New
York: HarperCollins, 1991.

Zaprudni k, Jan. Belarus At a Crossroads in H story. Boul der,
Col orado: Westview Press, 1993.

Zi ckel, Raynond. Soviet Union, A Country Study. Washi ngton,
D.C.: Headquarters, Departnment of the Arny, DA Pam 550-95, 1991.

& 5

“A solid I anguage foundation and background know edge of the area
are two major elenents defining a successful career of a mlitary
linguist.”

Lt C (Ret) Richard Francona, Applied Language Learni ng, 1998
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